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Abstract— Most private and public buildings in Nigeria do not incorporate accessibility design for people with disability
(PWD). PWD lack suitable access to school, market, bank and public facilities, access barriers can hinder public
mobility, access to services, and social involvement for PWD. This research investigated the level of accessibility
planning and design in Nigeria’s construction industry and suggest possible remedies to overcome identified accessibility
challenges. To achieve this objective, the researcher reviewed literature, relevant laws and policies, formulated and
distributed well-structured questionnaires to engineering professionals / firms and PWD, the questionnaires were
analyzed using a joint approach which involved the use of both quantitative and qualitative data. The study findings
indicates that 80% of construction firms in Nigeria do not include accessibility and disability planning when
constructing public buildings, also the National building code (2006) does not contain measurable provisions for PWD.

Keywords— Accessibility Planning, Disability Design, Persons with Disability (PWD), Nigerian Construction Industry,
Law / Policy, Public Buildings, National Building Code

I. INTRODUCTION

Contemporary design of built environments in Nigeria indicates evidence of inaccessibility, dependency and deficiency of
those with disabilities (1). These challenges affects at least 25 million people or about 15 percent of Nigeria’s population (2).
Unsurprisingly, the United Nations estimates that about 25 percent of each country’s population are special needs persons (3).
In 2007. Nigeria ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD) and in 2018, Nigeria
signed a new law against the discrimination against persons with disabilities (prohibition) act. Notwithstanding, Nigerians living
with disabilities continue to face human rights abuses including stigma, discrimination, violence, and poor of access to
healthcare, housing, and education (4).

Reports from around the world shows that people living with disabilities experience lower educational achievements,
increased cost of living, less legal protection, lower levels of employment, higher poverty rates, poorer health outcomes, poorer
health outcomes and less cultural and political participation, etc. compared to non-disabled people. The negative effects of
disability is more pronounced in lower income countries, people from the poor homes, women, children and elderly people.
Collectively, persons living with disabilities are more likely to experience severe socioeconomic conditions than persons
without disabilities (5 - 9).

As the Corona Virus (COVID-19) pandemic continues to disrupt everyday activities, creating a new norm, it is noteworthy
to understand how this changes impact the mobility and accessibility of persons with disabilities to public facilities, recreational
services, health, education, transport, among other places of interest (8).

Research Problem

The growing demand for large-scale infrastructure, public systems, services, national or regional facilities that are
indispensable for economic activity, including roads, telecommunications, power, public transportation, water supplies, and
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